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All I Asking for Is My Body 
	I claim that the role of the family in the sugar plantation system in Hawaii was to support parents, and this is evident in Kiyoshi’s family as he portrayed filial piety through his commitment to obey and take care of his parents. The reason for this argument is because the whole story in Murayama’s book mainly focused on a Japanese family and the approach of Kiyoshi and his brother in respecting their parents and helping them pay their family debt. Besides, from the first chapter, Kiyoshi’s mother expects him to obey her wishes by not playing with his friend Makot even though he does not find an important reason to end the friendship. The last chapter also shows that Kiyoshi participates in a risky gambling game to earn money for paying his family’s debts. 
	Filial piety, as the role of the family in the sugar plantation in Hawaii was determined by the culture of individuals as Kiyoshi’s parents have deep-rooted Japanese norms that support this approach. His parents believe that children should be submissive to their parents and follow all instructions they provide. As such, when Kiyoshi’s mother is displeased by his friendship with Makot, she warns his son from returning to Makot’s home. The concept of filial piety is evident in this part as Kiyoshi’s mother expects him to respect her wishes even though he doesn’t find a relevant reason as to why he shouldn’t continue visiting Makot’s home. Kiyoshi’s mother says, “You’re a good filial boy, so you’ll obey what your parents say…” (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p.3.
	Japanese unity also played a crucial role in maintaining filial piety as a family role in the Hawaii sugar plantation. The majority of Japanese families coming to the US were kept intact and settled in small villages to form a community (Chan, “Chapter 2: Immigration and Livelihood, 1840s to 1930s,” (ASA 1 Course pack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), p.35. These communities helped to maintain the cultures they practiced from their country of origin. This was also evident when the Oyama family moved to the Japanese camp in Hawaii. Mr. Takemoto, who was the head of the camp, kept advising Kiyoshi to never bring shame to his name and parents. This approach shows that the Japanese significance of family entailed conducting deep obligation to parents by showing love, respect, and loyalty.
	Kiyoshi’s commitment to his parents also supports filial piety as the family’s role in the Hawaii sugar plantation. For instance, Kiyoshi feels guilty the next time he goes to Makot’s house, and he doesn’t enjoy the food he used to appreciate. This approach shows his loyalty to his parents as he begins to understand the value of respect. Besides, when he later meets his Makot’s mother, he notices that their family has a different culture as they do not offer the same kind of respect to each other compared to the Oyamas (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p.11. He then responds by explaining to his friend that he can no longer play with him because his parents disapprove of their relationship. This approach shows Kiyoshi’s support for filial piety as he is willing to give up a friendship to please his parents.
	Taking care of parents is also a significant role of family in the Hawaii sugar plantation, and this is demonstrated when Kiyoshi’s parents expect his brother, Toshio, to pay the enormous family debt. This role always angers Toshio, and his opinions mainly turn to disagreement and even violence with his parents. Kiyoshi’s mother explains that Toshio should pay the debt since he is the eldest son. Nevertheless, their mother wishes that Kiyoshi was the eldest son since he is more filial than his brother (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for is my Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p. 16. 
	Kiyoshi’s commitment to abide by filial piety is also evident when he decides to join the Army. However, the Japanese did the most challenging and dirtiest work in the sugar plantations in Hawaii yet received low wages (Higher Wages Association. “On Higher Wages for Japanese Laborers” (ASA 1 Course pack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp.147. As such, this challenge was one of the main reasons Kiyoshi joined the Army. He understands that the approach could lead to death or injury, but he insists that his family would benefit either way (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for Is My Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p.97. He is so committed to paying his family’s debt of $6 000, and he indulges in risky gambling while in the barracks to pay off the debt. This makes the last part of the book so intense, as he finally succeeds in earning $6,130 from the gamble (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for Is My Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p.103). His first thought was that he would clear the debt to free his family from the burden.
Kiyoshi’s commitment to adhere to the family’s role can also be portrayed by comparing him with his brother. Filial piety was a unique role of family the Hawaii sugar plantation as it was different from other norms. As such, Toshio often challenges the role of family in the Hawaii plantation by comparing the Japanese culture the American concept of family, where parents have an obligation to take care of their children and not the opposite. On the other hand, Kiyoshi was willing to work hard to pay off the family debt so they can all be free. Nevertheless, Kiyoshi’s character is also used to challenge the Japanese culture in Hawaii plantation. His criticism of this culture is portrayed in his thought where he questions his mother’s superstitions. He affirms that most of the superstitions must be made up since they seem unrealistic (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for Is My Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p.24. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The concept of filial piety, as the role of the family in Hawaii sugar plantation, is also apparent in the relationship between Kiyoshi’s father and grandfather. His father worked for his grandfather for twelve years by giving him his entire payment every month. He continues to do this even after he married and had children. By 1922, Kiyoshi’s grandfather had saved enough and was ready to return to Japan (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for Is My Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p. 27. However, he still had a lot of debt that he left behind for his son to pay. His son, Kiyoshi’s father, had all the reasons to complain, but he does not, and his wife explains that children should be happy and kind when helping their parents (Milton Murayama, All I Asking for Is My Body (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1994), p. 95.
To sum up, filial piety was an essential role of the family in the Hawaii sugar plantation, as described in the book on All I Asking for Is My Body. One of the main protagonists, Kiyoshi, demonstrated this concept through his commitment to taking care of his parents by paying the family debt. He also helped to reconcile conflicts between his parents and brother, Toshio, who was discontent with this form of culture. In the end, his determination led him to pay off the debt with hopes that his body would finally be free. This approach helped the audience understand the significance of family between two Japanese generations as the Oyama parents were more comfortable with filial piety than their children. 
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